Hi! You are receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in the activities of the Charlotte Land Trust.  This is the first time we have sent a group email to our supporters but we are so excited about two projects we have been working on that we wanted to share our news with you.
The Charlotte Land Trust and Vermont Land Trust are extremely pleased to announce two very exciting conservation projects are underway in Charlotte.   Although the projects are separate, they are located very close to each other in East Charlotte, providing a unique opportunity to protect a significant core of excellent agricultural land in this part of Town. Both projects received funding approval from the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board on Thursday, May 10 so we are well on our way to making these projects a reality.  The projects also hope to receive approval for funding from the Charlotte Conservation Fund.  The Selectboard meeting to review the projects will take place on Monday, May 14 at 8:00 p.m. at Town Hall. Fundraising will also start taking place soon.
Hausmann-Hinsdale Project

Adam’s Berry Farm is one of the most successful farms in Burlington’s Intervale but last year’s floods were the final push to convince Adam Hausmann that land of his own on higher ground was necessary for his farm.   He has found his spot in Charlotte near the intersection of Bingham Brook Road and Spear Street, on 56 acres of a parcel owned by Nancy Hinsdale.   The land is particularly well suited for fruit and berry growing, with excellent agricultural soils.    The rolling terrain is highly scenic and passers by, as well as customers of Adam’s pick your own business, will be able to enjoy these scenic vistas.    Conservation of this land keeps some of our best farmland in production and helps bring a dynamic young farmer with a successful farm business to Charlotte.  Funding for the conservation of this land is from the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, the Charlotte Land Trust and a generous bargain sale from Nancy Hinsdale.  Additional funding is being sought from the Charlotte Conservation Fund.

Nichols Project

The Nichols farm is a centerpiece of the East Charlotte landscape.   For many years Dave Nichols has operated a successful forage crop farm on this land, accessed from both Spear Street and Bingham Brook Road.    Dave and Diane have decided to guarantee that the bulk of the land stays open by conserving 226 acres of excellent farmland, natural areas, including clayplain forest, and scenic vistas.    The conservation project will also include a trail easement to the Town and the possibility of perpetually affordable housing.   Conserving such a prominent farm strengthens the agricultural future of Charlotte by preserving good farmland. Dave’s success with an alternative to dairy agriculture, as well as his work with younger farmers, further enhances that future.   Funding for the conservation of the Nichols farm is from the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, the Charlotte Land Trust and a generous bargain sale from Dave and Diane Nichols.  Additional funding is being sought from the Charlotte Conservation Fund.

Please feel free to contact us if you have further questions about these projects or would like to offer your assistance. We are hoping to have a big town-wide barn party at the Nichols farm this summer as a fundraising event and we would love some help! For questions, please contact Frances Foster at 425-3510.

